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over by the Reich In order to avoid open bankruptcy. Private enterprise could no longer be independent of the State. For " private enterprise " was now formally controlled by the Reich, and could never hope to regain its independence unless the owners of the trusts became the rulers of the State. There was nothing miraculous in the way a group of bankrupt business men put a group of demagogues and gangsters at the head of a great state> nor even in the fact that they got only part of the booty they hoped for. The only remarkable fact is that, apart from those immediately interested, there were other people at home and abroad who called the procedure a " national revolution". What in fact happened in September 1930 and afterwards was simply the repetition, with more fateful results, of what had been the standard procedure of German reaction since Bismarck's anti-Socialist law : the lower middle classes, which were in normal times indifferent, and, in revolutionary periods, occasionally even mutinous, were mobilised in support of nationalist slogans against the working classes. The really new fact was that these lower middle classes, instead of merely supporting the traditional Conservative parties, were called upon to replace them by a new organisation, inspired by the same economic interests that had formerly supported Conservatism. On the other hand this new totalitarian organisation, in spite of all its anti-capitalist demagogy, has done the work of totalitarian war-economics so thoroughly, that it may eventually prove difficult to repeat the well-tried procedure, its main instrument, the <c independent small man 3), having, unhappily, withered away under the rule of his " representatives ".
cc In the electoral struggle of September 14, 1930, Hitler defeated neither Bruning, Wels, nor Thalmann. But he defeated1 Hugenberg and Scholz1 very thoroughly by definitely * winning the lead of the nationalist Right. The same masses were active that dominated the field in the anti-Socialist elections of 1907, that rejoiced in August 1914 whenever another state declared war on Germany, that believed for four years that Germany was invincible, and continued to venerate the military leaders even after defeat. . . . The same masses that had enthusiastically supported the dictatorship of Wilhelm II, and later of Ludendorff, and had made the Imperial Field-Marshal President of the
1 Bruning, the leader of the Catholic Centre, Wels of the Social Democrats, Thalmann of the Communists, Hugenberg of the National Conservatives, and Scholz of the Populists (the former National Liberals),